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Younger and younger kids have access to cell phones and other technology and have the 

ability to instantly send and receive texts, pictures and videos to their classmates.  Students are 

using their phones and other forms of technology to send texts to harass and bully classmates, to 

send nude and partially nude photographs of themselves or others to one another, to forward or 

distribute those same photos to large groups of students, and to take pictures and/or videotape of 

school fights, underage drinking/drug use, and other types of criminal behavior like 

vandalism.  The end result:  more and more juveniles are being charged with crimes including 

but not limited to harassment through the use of an electronic device, sexting, and possession 

and/or distribution of child pornography. 

            The Illinois Judges Association (IJA) hope to address these types of behaviors with 

students before they ever occur through their presentation titled “Worries of the World Wide 

Web.”  The presentation provides students and parents with information about the increasing 

problem of cyber bullying, electronic harassment, and sexting/pornography and the 

consequences of poor choices when using social media.  The fast moving, tech-save presentation 

includes national – and local-news television reports detailing how junior high and high school 

students’ “just like them” have been charged for threatening to do harm to a school, cyber 

bulling, sexting and child pornography.  Judge John O’Gara and Judge Heinz Rudolf share 

their various courtroom experiences to make the presentation interactive and engaging for 

students and parents.  The goal of the program is to educate the students about the use of social 

media and to prevent them from ever using social media in a way that require them to appear in 

Court. 

            The presentation starts with a YouTube video titled “The Bully” which has been viewed 

worldwide over 700,000 times.  The video was written and produced by a thirteen year old 

junior-high student from St. Charles who was a victim of bullying after moving to the United 

States from Ireland.  After exploring bullying and electronic harassment the program shifts to 

discussing sexting and/or child pornography.  The judges using real life examples will explain 

how seemingly private texts, pictures and videos are actually not private and explain how a semi-



nude or nude selfie could be shared with hundreds of their classmates and posted on the 

internet.  Students will learn how a person who possesses and/or shares the picture could be 

charged criminally with sexting, child pornography, and/or distribution of child 

pornography.  The presentation ends with a question and answer session and a video titled 

“Cyber Bullying Victims Gone Too Soon” which is a compilation of pictures and a short 

summary of teenagers who have taken their own lives as a result of being victimized on social 

media. 

            The IJA launched the statewide program in January of 2017.  For further information 

about the program, write the Illinois Judges Association at 321 S. Plymouth Court, Chicago, 

Illinois 60604, call (312) 431-1283 or email the association at info@ija.org. 

If you have any questions, call me at 539-3188 
Sincerely, 
Tomi Diefenbach 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=321+S.+Plymouth+Court,+Chicago,+Illinois+60604&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=321+S.+Plymouth+Court,+Chicago,+Illinois+60604&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@ija.org

